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ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the significance of the symbolic relationship between
the concept of the human self and the circular shapes, and its manifestations in the
visual arts, from an interpretive and hermeneutical perspective, comparing works of
art from different periods of time, and from multiple artistic schools and currents.

The research deals with the interpretation and analysis of these works of art, based on
the theory of the pioneering Swiss psychologist "Carl Jung™" about "archetypes”, that
is, in its "Jungian Archetypes" form. This Jungian theory provided an interpretation of
the relationship of the human self to the circle, consistent with the totality of the
obtained indications from the study of the manifestations of the human self in circular
shapes within the artworks mentioned in this research.

The research also sheds light on some of the most important historical and cultural
contexts, which shaped the interpretations of the circular shapes and its various
connotations within the framework of "Jung's" theory, and thus its reflection on the
visual expression of the human self. Accordingly, the research does not aim to trace
these connotations historically in order to investigate them chronologically, as much
as it aims to try to understand their depth and diversity in the visual artworks, which
dealt with multiple manifestations of the human self in the circular shapes.

From the foregoing, the research seeks to derive results related to clarifying the
complementary and reciprocal relationship, between Jung's interpretation of the
human self, through its manifestation in the circular forms, in the context of his theory
of "Archetypes”, and the works of art that relied on addressing this relationship
throughout the ages.

Keywords: Circular shapes, Signified, Archetypes, Visual Symbols, Analytical
Psychology, Philosophy of Art.
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