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The Extent to which School Principals
Know Critical Thinking Skills from a
Self-Reported point of view

Amani Mustafa Saeed Atrooz
College of Education - Yarmouk University - Irbid - Jordan
Email: amaniatroz@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT
The study aimed to reveal the extent to which school principals know critical thinking

skills from their point of view, by answering the following two questions:

- To what extent do school principals know critical thinking skills from their point of
view?

- Does the school principals’ knowledge of critical thinking skills differ according to
gender (principal, principal), and stage (primary, secondary)?

The study population consisted of (187) principals, and the study sample consisted of
(115) principals and directors from the Directorate of Education of the Kasbah of
Irbid District. The researcher used in this study a questionnaire that she developed
based on previous studies and theoretical literature. School principals of critical
thinking skills, according to their estimates, were medium, and that there were no
statistically significant differences (a = 0.05) attributable to gender in the extent to
which school principals knew critical thinking skills, while there were statistically
significant differences (a = 0.05) attributable to the school stage and in favor of the
secondary stage. The researcher explained the need to find training programs for
school principals that focus on thinking in general and critical thinking in particular,
in addition to laying down new foundations and criteria for selecting school
principals.

Keywords: Thinking, critical thinking, school principals, training programs.
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