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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to design innovative smart tourist souvenirs inspired by traditional
ornaments from the regions of Saudi Arabia (Central, Western, and Southern),
integrating aesthetic and functional values to support sustainable tourism and enhance
the tourist experience. The study was grounded in employing Saudi cultural heritage
as a visual source reflecting national identity, where selected traditional ornaments
were analyzed and reinterpreted in a contemporary manner using modern technologies.
The research problem focused on how to design smart heritage-inspired souvenirs that
contribute to sustainable tourism and how modern technologies can enhance their
design value. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the
aesthetic and formal characteristics of traditional ornaments, alongside an
experimental approach to develop smart souvenirs that combine both functional and
aesthetic aspects. The results indicated a high level of acceptance among participants,
confirming the successful integration of functional and aesthetic values. The
relationship between color, shape, and space contributed to the clarity of the design
concept, while the use of modern technologies improved usability and facilitated
access to information. Additionally, combining printing techniques with various
materials achieved visual harmony, and the use of ornaments from the three regions
enhanced creativity and reflected cultural identity. The study recommended
developing digital platforms for marketing innovative heritage-inspired products,
encouraging designers to explore diverse materials and techniques, and strengthening
collaboration between designers, tourism authorities, and technology developers. It
also emphasized the importance of smart applications that allow tourists to document
and share their experiences, thereby extending engagement and supporting
sustainability in Saudi Arabia’s tourism sector.

Keywords: Souvenirs, Tourism, Traditional ornaments, Cultural identity, Modern
technologies.
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