DOI: https://doi.org/10.33193/JALHSS.127.2025.1598 R e i @ LOloN|

©  olaiallg (biluill weleg ualll jgiill dlaa

Journal of Arts, Literature, Humanities and Social Sciences
www.jalhss.com editor@jalhss.com

de ol Elag) A Adlad) L) 3 grge
(Amad) Afia) cilind) A gadal) cilaas g Asagial) Jalady))

() b iy g
450 grud) Ay ) ASlaal) Baa dzala A ) A4S

stalhothali@uj.edu.sa ;AN L )

uadlal)

D e 15 Liagie Slaae ddia g Ao il Gl 8 A A 0 mele ookl Caadl 1aa Jsl,
lpaibiad 5 Allall o sefe Gl (ia ey Cua dprplall Lealilun 8 Bl e laiall g 45 il jal 5kl
Sl g C Jalaill s agas T Conia g Alall (i pad (i get SLIKE] e S g5 el il g agas g
Lo el Bl (8 4pasll Ao 3all Liaga 5 (fiald) Gy o gl o ) ) gl ) Adla) ¢Jlal
A5l Lpalal) a1 8 el 138 Cida g5 (e an AEMAT 5 Aol A5y s Ay Claat (e D (381
=5l eagiall aladii¥) o Walie ) dpiaall G )1 A i) Alal 5 ) geay sl Gl 5 3eUS,
L) aas A A jla @lelyal glaly candl Calaa 23l Alall ¢ 65 jlaal el dlladl 4 )
A5 A el Ol e g5 (gl agdll (Braad (B aga O (S (il s Llna (ge 38l 5 Lellai
Dl il s Jaliy S Cpfialall CleliS gl g Ay Afing Ay Al O (il B e cg e il) Bl 510
L b Jiay sl Al 3 grgie (o (o3 Gl ) pa s Al ) ol g s Aa) A jladll L dailil
Gangios AEAT i e Ala g Gyl Lo 13 Lgpal Ll o slall 3 e sl Gpail) s35m e
pshad 8 ol Ll 5 sl A8 55 e (paniay Loy Ainl) 4G £y g oyl L8 )T o5 Al
A pad) 450 1) 5 daglail) s jlaall 5 i)

Gl meidll OSE g yal) syl sl e i Cmd) Al Al prgie shialiiall cialel
Ll

B Y



B Y

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33193/JALHSS.127.2025.1598 SN Onine. 201 R
il glainljlg Gluluiljl @gleg wualllg ygiall dlag

s Journal of Arts, Literature, Humanities and Social Sciences
R www.jalhss.com editor@jalhss.com

— Nokims }127) Decemtrer 2023 2025 pomys (127) 500 LALHSS

Case Study Approach in Qualitative Research
(Methodological patterns and application
challenges in Arab research environments)

Dr. Suha Alhothali
Faculty of Education, University of Jeddah, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: stalhothali@uj.edu.sa

ABSTRACT

This theoretical paper examines the case study method in qualitative research as a
methodological approach capable of interpreting complex educational and social
phenomena within their natural contexts. It reviews the concept of the case, its
characteristics, boundaries, and types, and highlights central challenges such as
ambiguity in defining the case, weak control over its boundaries, and overlap between
units of analysis. It also addresses limited methodological awareness among some
researchers and the dominance of quantitative orientations in the Arab context,
accompanied by training, bureaucratic, and ethical constraints that restrict the efficient
use of this approach in educational research. The paper analytically advances the
implicit main hypothesis that a conscious and rigorous use of the case study method,
based on selecting the type of case appropriate to the research objectives and
following strict procedures in data collection, analysis, and validation of credibility
and reliability, can deepen theoretical understanding and generate rich interpretive
insights into educational reality. It assumes that providing a supportive research
environment and developing researchers’ competencies can reduce common
shortcomings in current practice. The paper concludes that the case study method
represents a significant opportunity to enhance the quality of qualitative research in
Arab educational sciences if it is properly employed within clear ethical and
methodological frameworks, with sustained investment in training and research
culture-building to ensure the trustworthiness of findings and their usability in
improving Arab educational and policy practices.

Keywords: Case study method, qualitative research, Arab educational research,
methodological problems, validity and reliability.
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