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Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic and Its
Position Between Classical and Colloquial
Arabic in Teaching Arabic to Non-Native

Speakers
(A Linguistic and Educational Interdisciplinary Study)

Talal Abdallah Tafesh Almarashdi
Senior Instructor, Zayed University, UAE
Email: Talal.Almarashdi@zu.ac.ae

ABSTRACT

This study addresses the position of Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic between
Classical Arabic and Colloquial Arabic, considering it a linguistic and educational
phenomenon that serves as a bridge between authenticity and functionality in teaching
Arabic to non-native speakers. It adopts an interdisciplinary perspective that combines
linguistic, educational, and social analysis to understand its nature, legitimacy, and use
in modern educational contexts. The study demonstrates that Classical Arabic, despite
its religious and literary prestige, may pose difficulties for foreign learners, whereas
Colloguial Arabic lacks uniformity and standardization, highlighting Intermediate
Arabic as a balanced option that combines clarity with sophistication. The researcher
employed a descriptive-analytical and critical approach to examine the characteristics
of this linguistic level, such as its grammatical flexibility, everyday vocabulary, and
communicative function. Previous Arabic and foreign studies that emphasized the role
of Intermediate Arabic in reducing linguistic estrangement and enhancing classroom
interaction were also reviewed. The study concluded that this variety forms a linguistic
and educational bridge that facilitates learners’ transition from colloquial to standard
Arabic, balancing authenticity with modernity, making it an effective choice for
teaching Arabic to non-native speakers.

Keywords: Intermediate Modern Standard Arabic, Teaching Arabic to Non-Native
Speakers, Linguistic Diglossia, Linguistic Communication, Interdisciplinary Study.
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