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Podcasts and Digital Video as Educational

Resources in Islamic History
(Content Analysis of YouTube Channels and Podcasts Specializing in
Islamic History in Terms of Scientific Accuracy and Presentation
Attractiveness)

Dr. Rania Saied Al-Atawi
Assistant Professor of History, Faculty of Education and Arts, University of Tabuk,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the nature of the use of modern digital media in
presenting Islamic historical knowledge, reveal the extent to which scientific accuracy
is achieved in these materials, and identify the elements of visual and audio appeal
that contribute to enhancing audience reception of the content. The study relied on a
content analysis approach for four YouTube channels and two podcasts specializing
in Islamic history, with a sample of 39 digital content (30 visual and 9 audio). The
content was analyzed according to indicators of scientific accuracy, elements of
attractiveness, and methods of digital interaction. The results revealed several
important indicators, most notably:

A. The overall level of scientific accuracy was average, as some channels adhered to
reliable sources and partial documentation of information, while others lacked full
references, which affected the academic rigor of the content. b. Video channels
demonstrated a greater reliance on visual and audio presentation tools such as still
images, written titles, and sound effects, while podcasts relied on narrative style and
direct language.

c. In terms of presentation appeal, channels that employed dramatic footage and
storytelling techniques achieved higher viewership and engagement rates compared to
content that was limited to live presentations.

d. Regarding digital engagement, it became clear that most channels invited audiences
to comment, subscribe, and participate. However, the actual level of engagement
varied, with the "Live It Intelligently” channel leading in the number of likes and
comments, while audio channels recorded lower levels in this regard.

The study concludes that digital media represents an important resource for
simplifying and disseminating Islamic historical knowledge. However, it requires
enhancing academic accuracy by adhering to the principles of documentation and
referencing reliable sources, while leveraging visual and audio appeal to ensure the
educational message reaches the audience effectively.

Keywords: Podcast, digital video, educational resources, Islamic history.
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