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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to analyze the jokes circulated within Saudi society during the

COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on their thematic content and communicative
functions, while also examining how social relationships are portrayed in these jokes.
The research employed content analysis, supported by thematic interpretation, to
identify recurring social themes, with an emphasis on patterns of interaction and
relational dynamics reflected in the joke content.
To achieve the study’s objectives, a content analysis coding sheet was developed.
The scope of the research included jokes circulated between March 2020 and March
2022.
The results revealed that the most prevalent themes in COVID-19-related jokes
centered on social relationships—particularly marital relationships. These jokes
performed several communicative functions, most notably emotional release and
symbolic skepticism. Regarding the portrayal of social relationships, the jokes served
as early indicators of dysfunction in certain relational patterns within Saudi society—
patterns that the jokes addressed before being recognized in scientific studies or
official statistics.
The study concluded with several recommendations, including the need to
incorporate humor as an analytical tool in sociological research, and to establish a
national archive for jokes and humorous discourse circulated during times of crisis.

Keywords: Humor, Communicative Functions, Marital Relationships, Quarantine,
COVID-19 Pandemic.
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