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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the difficulties of distance education on the hearing-
impaired students who enrolled in the higher education program for deaf and hard-of-
hearing at the College of Education at King Saud University, using a qualitative
method of research. The study sample consisted of four hearing-impaired students
enrolled in the program in the first semester of the academic year 2021 who were
subjected to organized interviews. The main results revealed that the most important
educational difficulties the participants faced: difficulties in hearing lectures and
instructions related to academic duties and assignments, difficulties in maintaining
focus during lectures because of the absence of visual presentations, difficulties related
to tests in terms of understanding their requirements, mechanism, other technical
problems and time limit. Furthermore, students mentioned some psychological
challenges such as: dread of exams, reluctance and anxiety to participate in lectures,
and the lack of satisfaction with their performance on homeworks and assignments.
The most important recommendations of the study were: the importance of using
visual presentations in remote lectures that include hearing-impaired students, the
importance of using appropriate teaching methods for the hearing-impaired category,
the use of visual presentations during lectures, ensuring that students understand their
homework and assignments, providing tailored help and support to them to participate
in distance lectures, training them on tests and making sure they understand the
instructions related to them, and holding students' periodic meetings to introduce them
to the services and facilities provided to them at the university.

e Keywords: distance learning difficulties, hard of hearing students.
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