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ABSTRACT

The Saudi identity consists of many integral elements, establishing a unique identity
distinguished by several characteristics such as: language, customs and traditions,
religion, culture, folk art, and other practices that are accepted and followed by the
people. Thus, Saudi society is distinct from others.

Tourism advertising is one of the main types of advertisements that express the
identity of the country, including its heritage and culture, especially decorations that
are an element of the culture. It plays a role in highlighting the beauty of the folklore
and addressing the challenges that face the Saudi identity.

This study aims to analyze some Saudi tourism advertisements that shows local
decoration, which is one of the main types of Saudi folklore, to identify aspects that
help in strengthening the Saudi identity. It also aims to clarify the role of tourism
advertising in establishing that identity. The descriptive approach was used to clarify
the concept of national identity and its components, in addition to the most important
aspects that contribute to strengthening it. Moreover, the analytical approach was
employed to analyze the beauty of local decorations and the clarity of the Saudi
identity in tourism advertising by analyzing four advertisements ran by the Ministry
of Tourism in 2020 for some regions of the Kingdom. The four advertisements were
selected through random sampling, and they were analyzed based on an analytical
questionnaire prepared by the researcher. It shows us the main components of the
advertisements, representing in photos of the tourist area, the location, the content of
the tourism activity, the destinations, and the logo of the entity that organized the
announced tourism program. The study reached several conclusions, most notably:
Tourism advertising has a great role in shaping tourists' perception as it can provide
an opportunity to explore other cultures from around the world. More importantly, it
has a significant role in enhancing and strengthening the Saudi identity, along with
preserving its heritage through highlighting the Saudi folklore, tangible and intangible
folk arts, or heritage sites that can be one of the top tourist destinations in the world.
The study recommends working on research and analytical studies on tourism
advertisements in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to assess the progress and improve
the quality in order to achieve the desired goals. It also recommends focusing on
highlighting Saudi identity by utilizing it in various types of advertising.

Keywords: Saudi identity, national identity, advertising, tourism advertising, tourism
and local decorations.
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