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Was “Offa” King of England a Muslim?
(A Reading of the Book The Age of Offa, Anglo-
Saxon King of England (757-796 AD)” By
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ABSTRACT
This study discusses the effectiveness of the evidence presented by Dr. Mustafa Al-

Kenani in his book The Age of Offa, the Anglo-Saxon King of England. To justify his
belief that the reason behind minting King Offa of his currency imitating the Islamic
dinar was: his conversion to Islam. This is done by relying on the discussion and
analysis of this evidence, studying the historical background of the reign of King Offa
in an attempt to understand the motives that led him to mint this coin, and whether
these motives were related to his conversion to Islam, also, by tracing the sources that
he relied on in his study, and comparing the reported facts that related to this currency
with what he understood and interpreted that the reason of minting of this coin was
that King Offa changed his religious belief.

In order to examine the effectiveness of this evidence, it was necessary to discuss the
axes that Al-Kenani adopted in his study, which are the image of King Offa in
historical sources, the intertwined relationships between him, and both the papacy and
Emperor Charlemagne, study the possibility of having relationship with the Abbasid
Caliphate, the death of King Offa and the method of his burial, to see whether this has
any relation with his conversion to Islam, studying of this currency as well, which is:
the subject of this research within the framework of the general King Offa’s monetary
policy, and in light of the studies that dealt with it after Al-Kenani.

Keywords: Dinar of King Offa, Abbasid Caliphate, Pope Adrian I, Emperor
Charlemagne.
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